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Watertown Charter Township

To: Watertown Township Board of Trustees

From: Melissa Freeman, Township Clerk

Date: October 12, 2011

Subject: Pending Business Item No. 1-Citizen of the Year Recognition

Attached is a copy of the tribute to Billy Crego that has been framed for presentation at tonight's meeting.

Trustee Maahs will read the tribute aloud and present Mr. Crego with the framed tribute.

In the past, with regard to Citizen of the Year presentations, we have passed motions to include the wording of
the tribute in the meeting minutes.

Suggested motion:

Motion that the 2011 Citizen of the Year tribute to Billy Crego be printed in the meeting minutes in their entirety.
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Watertown Charter Township

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO BILLY CREGO

2011 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Let it be known that it is an honor and a privilege to extend our sincerest praise and
commendation to Billy Crego in acknowledgement of his attaining the distinct honor of
being named "2011 Citizen of the Year" for the Charter Township of Watertown.

Ability, commitment and integrity have been reflected in all of Billy's endeavors as a
volunteer in the community and his consistent dedication to excellence throughout his
many years of community service. He has made many sacrifices on behalf of the
community, willingly and unselfishly, and is always ready to shoulder a little extra
responsibility or lend a helping hand in any circumstance.

Billy has been a valued member of the Looking Glass Regional Fire Authority where he
represents Watertown Township as its board representative and has played a contributing
role in having made the fire department one of the finest fire fighting units in the Tri-
County area. He has served on a number of key committees with the Authority and is
respected for his decisions regarding costs and department effectiveness.

Billy has been a member of the Clinton County Sheriff's Posse for forty years, and has
served as its Captain for a number of years. He is one of the founders of the Michigan
Great Lakes International Draft Horse Show and Pull, which he started in 1976, and has
served as its Ring Master for twenty-six years. He is also a veteran of the United States
Army, having served during the Korean conflict.

Billy worked for Lansing Dairy/Heatherwood Farms for forty-two years prior to his
. retirement. He is a member of the Redeemer United Methodist Church, where he serves on
a number of committees and where he met his wife, Carolyn. Billy and Carolyn will
celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary this year. They have two daughters, Kimberly
and Kristine, six grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

Hardworking, a person of firm beliefs, with an unselfish commitment to helping others,
Billy has enriched the community with the generous use of his time and effort; over the
years has proven to be a great friend to this community and concerned citizen. He merits
our highest praise.

Therefore, in special tribute, this document is dedicated to commend and congratulate Billy
Crego as Watertown Charter Township's 2011 Citizen of the Year.
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MEMORANDUM

To:
From:
Date:

Township Board
Jennifer Tubbs, Township Manager
October 12, 2011

Re: Eckhart Renaissance Zone extension

I met with Bob Breard from Eckhart regarding their Renaissance Zone extension request. I
explained how generous Watertown Township has been with its businesses during the last 12
years. In addition I explained the impact the economy and the incentives Watertown has given
to businesses has on the Watertown Township budget.

Mr. Breard discussed how the Renaissance Zone has impacted the viability of his company and
how he has used the money saved from the incentives to reinvest back into the business. The
incentives have helped them immensely through the economic downturn and they have
recently been able to rehire a few employees and return some of the lost benefits. I asked him
to share this information with the Board at the meeting.

I recommend adoption of the resolution.

Watertown Charter Township - October 17, 2011 Board of Trustees Meeting



PB2

Resolution No. 10-17-2011-1 Page 1 of 1

WATERTOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
CLINTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

A RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE DURATION OF A TOOL AND DIE RENAISSANCE RECOVERY ZONE ("RECOVERY ZONE") FOR '-.....J

ECKHART & ASSOCIATES, INC., 16185 NATIONAL PARKWAY, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48906

WHEREAS, the Township of Watertown desires to promote economic activity and maintain/increase the number of
jobs available to residents of the area, and;

WHEREAS, certain industries in the state are facing difficult times and the tool and die industry, in particular, has
sustained losses due to foreign competition and increased productivity;

WHEREAS, the designation of a Recovery Zone will temporarily reduce the tax burden paid by the business enabling
it to reposition itself to compete globally, and;

WHEREAS, the business has entered into a collaborative agreement with other business entities having the
appropriate North American Industrial classification, and;

WHEREAS, the qualified tool and die business property is property leased or owned by a tool and die business and
used primarily for tool and die operations;

WHEREAS, should the area be designated a Recovery Zone, property within that zone will be exempt from taxes
levied by the township, county and other units of government as provided under this Act, and;

WHEREAS, we estimate that the tax revenue lost would be a small fraction of the benefits the designation of a
Recovery Zone will bring the community.

WHEREAS, the Township of Watertown had previously supported a Recovery Zone for this property for a period of
up to eight (8) years in previous resolutions (09-122006-1, 10-202008-1, 10-192009-1) adopted on September 12, 2006 (5
years), October 20,2008 (1 year), and October 19, 2009 (2 years). "---.../

WHEREAS, the Michigan Strategic Fund designated the company as a Recovery Zone for a period of five (5) years,
plus an additional one (1) year, plus an additional two (2) years - for a total of eight (8) years;

WHEREAS, recent legislation has allowed individual businesses in a Recovery Zone to have differing time periods for
the abatement.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Charter Township of Watertown requests that the State of Michigan extend
the duration of the Recovery Zone of the company identified by the resolution for an additional five (5) years.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned duly qualified Clerk of Watertown Charter Township, Clinton County, Michigan do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true
and complete copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Township Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Watertown, County of Clinton,
Michigan at a regular meeting held on October 17, 2011 at 7:00P.M. prevailing Eastern Time and that said meeting was conducted and public
notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976.

I further certify that the following Members were present at said meeting:

And that the following Members were absent:

A motion to adopt the foregoing resolution was made by

A vote on the foregoing resolution was as follows:
Yes:
No:
Absent:
Resolution Declared:

Melissa Freeman, Clerk Date
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ECKHART
& ASSOCIATES, INC

Assembly & Control Systems

16185 National Parkway
Lansing, Michigan 48906

Phone (517) 321-7700
Fax (517) 321-8390

Quality & Customer Satisfaction

Watertown Charter Township
12803 S. Wacousta Rd.
Grand Ledge, Mich. 48837
Melissa Freeman
Township Clerk

Aug. 25, 2011

Dear Melissa,
I am writing to request time at the Township Board's Sept. 19, 2011
meeting to discuss extending our Renaissance Recovery Zone property tax
abatement by an additional five years. I've attached the Resolution that I
am asking the Board to approve and would like the opportunity to address
them to present the reasons for our request. Please let me know if you
need anything from me prior to the Sept. meeting.

Regards,

Robert Breard
Vice President
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Watertown Charter Township

From:

Watertown Township Board of Trustees

Melissa Freeman, Township Clerk

To:

Date: October 12, 2011

Pending BusinessItem NO.3 - Peddler/Vendor OrdinanceSubject:

There are no materials for this item in this month's board packet.
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